PREFACE
THIS little book on Citizenship is" intended to serve
three purposes:
(1)  To give the Sixth Form pupil a clear idea of the
public life in which he or she must learn to play a part.
A careful description of the machinery of central and
local government has therefore been combined with
the consideration of such matters as political party,
the social services, the working of inter-imperial and
international relationships, and the place of voluntary
organizations in the State. Hence also the chapter on
the public work of women,
(2)  To stimulate those form-discussions and exer-
cises in individual research which are often found to
be quite as valuable as the set reading-period. Accord-
ingly, the very short book-list is directly related to a
varied collection of questions, some of which merely
test knowledge  of the text,  while others  require
reference either to the classic works on the constitution
or to present-day periodicals and year-books, and
others again suggest likely subjects for debate,
(3)  To interest the general reader who wishes to get
below the surface of the constitution and see some-
thing of how it really functions. What are the existing
powers of the King in relation to his ministers? Is the
"New Despotism" a serious danger? To what extent'
is local government controlled by officials?   Earlier
constitutional history has for this reason been largely
sacrificed, so as to include some answer to questions
like these, which in the author's opinion concern more
closely the citizen alike of to-day and of to-morrow.